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Friends of Midsummer Common (FoMC) is a group who are concerned with the use and 
good management of this ancient grassland. To join us, please follow this link:  
https://midsummercommon.org.uk/join/ 

Update from our Committee Chair  
A warm welcome to all of you. It is good to see the signs of Spring everywhere. The 
Orchard is looking particularly beautiful at the moment, with lots of blossom and 
hopefully a good fruit crop in due course. 
We have discussed ideas about tree planting with the Council’s tree officers, to replace 
those that have died, and to plant new trees, if possible. Surprisingly, Cambridge is only 
in the middle rank of English towns and cities when it comes to our tree cover, and the 
Council have a target from the government to increase the tree canopy cover from 17% 
to 19% by 2025. On the Common, two new Dawn Redwood trees have been planted 
recently to join the one planted last Autumn, and all three seem to be thriving. 
As the restrictions associated with the pandemic have been lifted, events will return to 
the Common this year. Following the recent Half Marathon, the next events are 
Strawberry Fair (11 June 2022) and Midsummer Fair (22 to 27 June 2022). We have a 
regular dialogue with the Council to make sure that all events on the Common are 
properly managed (for example for noise and litter) so please let us know if you have 
any concerns. 
Last Autumn, some members of the committee were interviewed by a Cambridge 
student who was writing a thesis on the importance of open spaces in cities. Another 
interviewer, a professor from the University of Savoi Mt. Blanc, engaged the FoMC on 
similar topics. Both researchers recognized the value of the Common as a benefit to the 
well-being of individuals and the surrounding communities. The Common’s role as a 
refuge during pandemic and as part of a solution to urban over-heating was also noted. 
We look forward to summarizing the findings of these two researchers in the next edition 
of the newsletter. 
I hope that you are all enjoying the Common and the Orchard, and I am sure that you 
are all looking forward to summer and some warmer weather. 
Jeremy Francis, FoMC Chair  
 
Update on Electric Vehicles (EVs) on the Common 
You will all be familiar with the Voi electric scooters and bikes which are part of a national 
trial of this means of transport. And you will also be aware of the other electric bikes and 
scooters, all of which are illegal unless used on private land.  
 
Last November, we met with Cambridge Council leaders and the police to discuss what 
could be done to control these in the absence of action by the government. They agreed 
to consider and come back to us with proposals to deal with the serious safety problems 
and road traffic breaches from on and off-road electric motor bikes and scooters 
travelling at 20mph, even 30mph. Lewis Herbert, former leader of the Council, has 
written that ‘local residents are very concerned given the speeds through parks and on 
walkways/pavements’. A further meeting is now being arranged with the Council and the 
Police for us to discuss detailed proposals, and we hope that any such proposals can 
be tested on Midsummer Common. Please contact the Chair if you have any 
suggestions. We will report progress in the next newsletter. 
Jeremy Francis, FoMC Chair  
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News from the Orchard: 
After a busy winter, another year has rolled round, and blossom is washing over the 
Orchard again. Strange to think it was only a couple of months ago we held our first-
ever Orchard Wassail – an old (and very noisy!) practice to bless the Orchard and 
encourage the trees to bear well. Much fun (and cider) was had by all, and we look 
forward to doing it again next year. 
It hasn’t all been drinking and singing however – we’ve done plenty of work at the 
Newmarket Road entrance with the addition of soil improver and woodchip mulch, as 
well as clearing some weeds around the existing planting to enable it to thrive and 
spread. Hopefully, with improved soil health and a little weeding, we should have a 
carpet of periwinkles, dotted with daffodils and snowdrops in the spring. There has 
been some enthusiasm for planting some soft fruit such as raspberries in the area, so 
if any readers would like to donate plants/money to buy canes, please do get in touch!  
Just past the Newmarket Road entrance is our avenue of cherry trees, where a mixture 
of perennial and annual wildflowers has been sown and hops have been planted by 
Charles Hattersley and Tim Hill. The wildflowers may not put on the most impressive 
show this year, but hopefully, if the yellow rattle gets established and weakens the 
grasses there, it will be more beautiful and biodiverse in the future. 
Thanks to Paul Waldmann and the County Youth Offending Service who are making 
another compost bin for us and who we hope will be able to help us improve our bug 
hotel. We also look forward to installing two rainwater butts with the kind permission of 
Emmanuel college so we can water our young trees and plants more sustainably. 
Speaking of new plantings, as well as the Mary Challis apple tree we planted over the 
winter, we have a selection of rootstock we are mounding up in preparation to try some 
grafting next year – if that makes no sense to you, feel free to come along to a 
volunteering session and learn more. Sundays 10-12 - see you soon! 
Kit Holland, Orchard Manager  
 

Open Issues for the FoMC 
Preparation for Midsummer Fair 
To prepare for the event, members of the FoMC and local residents began to engage 
in discussions with city councillors in January. The City’s Finance & Resources office 
is now setting a time for a wider meeting with community groups and merchants. The 
goal is a plan that minimises impact on the Common and ensures the safety of both 
the community and participants. 
Electric Vehicles (EVs) on the common 
We continue to press the Council on the issue of EVs on the Common. (See page 1) 
Potential Uses of the Eastern Pound  
Members of the FoMC have asked how the area of the Common just to west side of 
Elizabeth Way might be used. At present it serves as a part-time staging area to 
accommodate the transport of cattle. If you have some ideas, please send them to the 
FoMC secretary. fomcsecretary@gmail.com 
Mowing the Orchard 
In March, we discovered the theft of our riding mower. As we consider how to adapt to 
this, we pause to thank Hugh Gordon-Roe and his team for many years of volunteering 
to mow the Orchard. 
Contacting your City Councillor 
Protecting the Common is best assured by voicing your concerns to your 
representatives. You can find your City Councillors contact information at the following: 
https://democracy.cambridge.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?FN=WARD&VW=LIST&PIC=0 
 

Opportunities to Volunteer 
Routine Orchard tending is on-going each Sunday from 10:00–12:00 am. Some of 
our current work is with rootstock that is mounded up in preparation for grafting. (See 
Kit’s note above). Please direct any questions or concerns you might have to Kit 
Holland: Orchard_Manager@protonmail.com 
 

Please Join the Friends of Midsummer Common 
Members receive our newsletter via-email and are immediately informed of any new 
developments on the Common. https://midsummercommon.org.uk/join/ 

 

 
 
 
Medlars as they were in 
October - ready for picking 
 

 
 

 

Hops on the Orchard wall 
 

 
 

A new sign from Rowan 
graces the Orchard gate. 
 
 

 
 

Orchard volunteers hard at 
work pruning 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Wassailing musicians doing their 
part to help ensure a productive 

2022 yield from the Orchard. 
 
 
 

 
The ‘new’ Newmarket Road 

entrance shows the hard work of our 
Orchard volunteers   

 
 

 
Avenue of cherry trees leading 

to New Market Road 

 
 

 
Our bounty of hops from 2021 
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